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Coronavirus: Teacher assessment likely to replace exams
School leaders expect assessments could be used as the basis for awarding GCSE and
A-Level grades

By John Roberts 19 March 2020 - 15:18

It is expected that GCSE and A-Level grades will be based on teacher assessments and the
results of mocks, heads leaders say.

It is thought these proposed grades could be submitted to exam boards to check to ensure
"consistency and fairness".

It was announced on Wednesday that the exams in England and Wales will be cancelled this
year, although the prime minister has said there are plans for students to still receive
quali�cations.

Quick read: Exam plan announced tomorrow

Coronavirus: All schools in England closing from Friday to majority of pupils

Williamson: Open schools won't be educational

Teachers, pupils and their families are now waiting to hear how students will receive the
quali�cations they have been working towards for the last two years.
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Education secretary Gavin Williamson has said the government will work with schools,
colleges and exams regulator Ofqual "to ensure children get the quali�cations they need".

In an interview on BBC Radio 4's Today programme, Mr Williamson said that guidance will be
issued tomorrow about how pupils unable to sit their exams due to school closures will get
their grades.

Geo� Barton, general secretary of the Association of School and College Leaders, said: "We
are waiting for details from Ofqual about how GCSEs and A levels will be assessed and grades
awarded in lieu of exams.

"However, we expect that it will be based on teacher assessment supported by evidence of
internal assessment that has already taken place such as mock exams, and that this will be
submitted to the exam boards which will then check submissions to ensure consistency and
fairness and award grades accordingly.

"The vast majority of teachers endeavour to give accurate assessments, but the decision to
suspend school and college performance tables this year will remove any incentive to do
otherwise.

"There will clearly need to be an appeal procedure if candidates feel they have been
disadvantaged, and inevitably a great many questions remain about how all of this will work.

Paul Whiteman, general secretary of the NAHT school leaders’ union, said: “We are just
getting to that maximum point of stress for students about to take those exams, and it will
be heartbreaking because they have put so much work in – not just in the last year and few
months, but throughout their school career.

"So that will be absolutely heartbreaking for a lot of them. Although it’s pressurised, a lot of
them would have been looking forward to grades.

“We know that whatever the system comes up with, whatever the government recommends,
it won’t be perfect – but what we’re trying to get to is a system where most students will be
con�dent that they have been assessed and awarded a recognition of their ability going
forward.

“But what’s really important is that we make sure there’s some kind of appeal mechanism or
recovery mechanism, if anybody says: ‘No, I would have got a much better grade than that.’”

Mr Williamson has said the government would do everything it could to ensure children get
their results in August.

Alistair Jarvis, chief executive of vice-chancellors' group Universities UK, said that if exam
grades cannot be awarded as usual this summer, then one option may be to give university
places based on an assessment of things such as an applicant's predicted grades and
personal statement.

"I think that's doable," he said. "It is not preferable as it is very tricky."
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He added: "We are going to have to write new rules. This is completely unprecedented. It is
possible to �nd a way to issue students places."

A level  Coronavirus  Gavin Williamson  GCSE  Headteachers  News  Ofqual  Unions

Share this

Latest stories
Banned: 'Fuck o�' teacher who smelled of alcohol

MARK SMULIAN 19 MAR 2020

Coronavirus: ‘Teachers have been heroes and will adapt’

AMY GIBBONS 19 MAR 2020

An open letter to Year 11, from your English teacher

HAILI HUGHES 19 MAR 2020

Coronavirus and schools: LIVE

TES REPORTER 19 MAR 2020

Coronavirus: Exam fee refunds for schools 'unlikely'

John Roberts
John Roberts is North of England reporter for Tes
Find me on Twitter @JohnGRoberts

https://www.tes.com/news/exams-testing/a-level
https://www.tes.com/news/hub/coronavirus
https://www.tes.com/news/hub/gavin-williamson
https://www.tes.com/news/exams-testing/gcse
https://www.tes.com/news/hub/headteachers
https://www.tes.com/news/hub/news
https://www.tes.com/news/hub/ofqual
https://www.tes.com/news/hub/unions
http://www.facebook.com/share.php?u=https://www.tes.com/news/coronavirus-teacher-assessment-likely-replace-exams&title=Coronavirus:%20Teacher%20assessment%20likely%20to%20replace%20exams
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?url=https://www.tes.com/news/coronavirus-teacher-assessment-likely-replace-exams&status=Coronavirus:%20Teacher%20assessment%20likely%20to%20replace%20exams+https://www.tes.com/news/coronavirus-teacher-assessment-likely-replace-exams
http://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?mini=true&url=https://www.tes.com/news/coronavirus-teacher-assessment-likely-replace-exams&title=Coronavirus:%20Teacher%20assessment%20likely%20to%20replace%20exams&source=https://www.tes.com/news/coronavirus-teacher-assessment-likely-replace-exams
mailto:?subject=Coronavirus:%20Teacher%20assessment%20likely%20to%20replace%20exams&body=Check%20out%20this%20site%20https://www.tes.com/news/coronavirus-teacher-assessment-likely-replace-exams
https://www.tes.com/news/banned-fuck-teacher-who-smelled-alcohol
https://www.tes.com/news/coronavirus-teachers-have-been-heroes-and-will-adapt
https://www.tes.com/news/coronavirus-open-letter-year-11-your-english-teacher
https://www.tes.com/news/2020/march/19/coronavirus-and-schools-live
https://www.tes.com/news/coronavirus-exam-fee-refunds-schools-unlikely


2020-3-19 Coronavirus GCSE & A levels: Teacher assessment likely to replace exams | Tes

https://www.tes.com/news/coronavirus-teacher-assessment-likely-replace-exams 4/8

CATHERINE LOUGH 19 MAR 2020

Colleges to stay open for 16-18 children of key workers

KATE PARKER 19 MAR 2020

GCSE pupil: 'I'm worried my cohort will be stigmatised'

ROSA BOYD 19 MAR 2020

'Who knows if we'll see our Year 6 pupils again?'

MICHAEL TIDD 19 MAR 2020

UCU: Support college sta� on insecure contracts

KATE PARKER 19 MAR 2020

Coronavirus: Exams cancelled in Scotland

HENRY HEPBURN 19 MAR 2020

1Coronavirus GCSEs: ‘Near impossible’ for boards to cope

2

Most Read

https://www.tes.com/news/coronavirus-colleges-stay-open-16-18-children-key-workers
https://www.tes.com/news/coronavirus-gcse-pupil-im-worried-my-cohort-will-be-stigmatised
https://www.tes.com/news/coronavirus-who-knows-if-well-see-our-year-6-pupils-again
https://www.tes.com/news/ucu-support-college-staff-insecure-contracts
https://www.tes.com/news/coronavirus-exams-cancelled-scotland
https://www.tes.com/news/coronavirus-gcses-near-impossible-boards-cope


2020-3-19 Coronavirus GCSE & A levels: Teacher assessment likely to replace exams | Tes

https://www.tes.com/news/coronavirus-teacher-assessment-likely-replace-exams 5/8

Jobs recommended for you

2Coronavirus: GCSEs and A levels cancelled, says PM

3Coronavirus and schools: LIVE

4Schools 'to close to all but children of key workers'

5'Why I'm letting parents keep their children at home'

6Coronavirus: Schools identify children of key workers

7Coronavirus: All schools in England closing from Friday

8Coronavirus: 10 health reasons teachers 'must not work'

9Coronavirus: Should GCSEs and A levels be cancelled?

10Coronavirus: Thousands call for cancellation of exams

Assistant Principal - Pastoral Nishkam High School, Birmingham

Headteacher REAch2 Academy Trust, West Midlands

Headteacher Queen's Croft High School, Sta�ordshire

https://www.tes.com/news/coronavirus-gcses-and-levels-cancelled-says-pm
https://www.tes.com/news/2020/march/18/coronavirus-and-schools-live
https://www.tes.com/news/coronavirus-schools-close-all-children-key-workers
https://www.tes.com/news/coronavirus-why-im-letting-parents-keep-their-children-home
https://www.tes.com/news/coronavirus-schools-identify-children-key-workers
https://www.tes.com/news/coronavirus-all-schools-england-closing-friday
https://www.tes.com/news/coronavirus-10-health-reasons-teachers-must-not-work
https://www.tes.com/news/coronavirus-should-gcses-and-levels-be-cancelled
https://www.tes.com/news/coronavirus-thousands-call-cancellation-exams
https://www.tes.com/jobs/vacancy/assistant-principal-pastoral-birmingham-1313250
https://www.tes.com/jobs/vacancy/headteacher-west-midlands-1312878
https://www.tes.com/jobs/vacancy/headteacher-staffordshire-1303950


2020-3-19 Coronavirus GCSE & A levels: Teacher assessment likely to replace exams | Tes

https://www.tes.com/news/coronavirus-teacher-assessment-likely-replace-exams 6/8

Is your career stuck
in a rut?

Simply �ll in your details and we’ll be in touch as soon as we �nd the right role for you.

Yes, contact me

COMMUNITY FORUM

Education news
Have your say on all the latest issues facing education. Discuss breaking news, views and insights.

Assistant Principal - Data, Assessment and Reporting Tamworth Enterprise College,
Sta�ordshire

Assistant Headteacher The Wilnecote School, Sta�ordshire

Astehmari

Batekun

astehmari@uni�edknowledge.org

Mobile/cell number

United Kingdom

Postcode

Principal/Director

Age(s) taught

Subject(s) taught

https://community.tes.com/forums/education-news.2128
https://www.tes.com/jobs/vacancy/headteacher-staffordshire-1303950
https://www.tes.com/jobs/vacancy/assistant-principal-data-assessment-and-reporting-staffordshire-1310350
https://www.tes.com/jobs/vacancy/assistant-headteacher-staffordshire-1313338


2020-3-19 Coronavirus GCSE & A levels: Teacher assessment likely to replace exams | Tes

https://www.tes.com/news/coronavirus-teacher-assessment-likely-replace-exams 7/8

United Kingdom

Copyright © 2020

Recommended resources

Louis Pasteur Germ Theory Gap Fill

(0)

£1.00

The Enlightenment Gap Fill Activity

(0)

£1.00

Creating Writing Activity Booklet

(0)

£4.00

Macbeth: Plot Summary

(0)

FREE

Jobs

Courses

Resources

Store

Community

News

https://www.tes.com/teaching-resource/louis-pasteur-germ-theory-gap-fill-12270782
https://www.tes.com/teaching-resource/louis-pasteur-germ-theory-gap-fill-12270782
javascript: void(0);
https://www.tes.com/teaching-resource/the-enlightenment-gap-fill-activity-12270786
https://www.tes.com/teaching-resource/the-enlightenment-gap-fill-activity-12270786
javascript: void(0);
https://www.tes.com/teaching-resource/creating-writing-activity-booklet-12270784
https://www.tes.com/teaching-resource/creating-writing-activity-booklet-12270784
javascript: void(0);
https://www.tes.com/teaching-resource/macbeth-plot-summary-12270790
https://www.tes.com/teaching-resource/macbeth-plot-summary-12270790
javascript: void(0);


2020-3-19 Coronavirus GCSE & A levels: Teacher assessment likely to replace exams | Tes

https://www.tes.com/news/coronavirus-teacher-assessment-likely-replace-exams 8/8

About us  FAQs  Contact us  Privacy  Terms & conditions  Fair recruitment policy  Takedown  Work for Tes
Modern slavery statement

This website and its content is subject to our Terms and Conditions. Tes Global Ltd is registered in England (Company No
02017289) with its registered o�ce at 26 Red Lion Square London WC1R 4HQ.

https://www.tes.com/about-us
https://www.tes.com/help
https://www.tes.com/contact
https://www.tes.com/terms/privacy-policy
https://www.tes.com/terms-conditions/terms-and-conditions
https://www.tes.com/sites/default/files/tes-fair-recruitment-policy.pdf
https://www.tes.com/takedown-policy
https://www.tes.com/careers/workforus
https://www.tes.com/sites/default/files/modern_slavery_statement.pdf

